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Message from Mal 


As you will read in this issue of the PAWSitive Newsletter, CSDR was hon- 
ored to have some special guests visit the school during Silent Sleigh. 


We were fortunate to have had Ron Burdett from Sorenson Communications 
attend as our Grand Marshall. Sorenson was a major sponsor of Silent 
Sleigh and we thank them for making that special day possible for the chil- 
dren. 


We also had two direct descendents of Thomas Gallaudet who were able to 

join us in the day ’s activities. In preparation of their visit, some of the staff 

prepared a PowerPoint presentation to teach our younger students the story 

of how Thomas Gallaudet went in search of a visual language through which 

deaf children could be taught to read and write. He was responsible for start- 

ing the first deaf school in an effort to assure that deaf children in America 

would always have a place to learn. From left to right- Thomas Gallaudet lv, Thomas 
Gallaudet Ill, and Supt. Mal Grossinger 

Now, as Superintendent of CSDR, | ’m honored to carry on that tradition. | 

am still of a strong belief that American Sign Language is the best method to use in educating our deaf children. However, | re- 

main open to embracing any new techniques and methods to reach the individual child. Our challenge is to remember that every 

child at CSDR is to be given as much support and attention necessary to make sure he/she leaves the school prepared to face 

the world. 


| look forward to continuing that mission in the year 2010. 


Gallaudets J oin in Silent Sleigh Activities 
By Zeta Jackson, SRP 


The week started off with pouring rain and the Silent Sleigh committee was determined 
to let nothing put a damper on the Silent Sleigh festivities. But the sun was shining 
brightly by Thursday morning and the program, parade, and visits with the signing Santa 
went on with only minor disruptions. 


See Silent Sleigh (page 4) 
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Two of Gallaudet’s Descendants Vist CSDR 


By Erika Thompson, ASL/English Specialist 


Silent Sleigh was extra special this year 
because it happened to fall on the same 
day as Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet ’s 
222nd birthday. We celebrate Reverend 
Gallaudet for being the one who started 
Deaf Education in America. Moreover, 
we were thrilled that Gallaudet ’s direct 
descendants Thomas Hopkins Gallau- 
det III, and his son, Thomas Hopkins 
Gallaudet IV, came to honor us with 
their presence to celebrate Silent Sleigh 
and Rev. Gallaudet ’s 
birthday! 


The two Gallaudets 
are real estate agents 
e at Gallaudet Proper- 


y ties in the La Quinta 


and Palm Springs 
area, come through the family line of the 


youngest son Edward Miner Gallaudet 


( founder of Gallaudet University ). 
While there are many living descen- 
dants in the U.S., these two men are 
the only living ones to bear the same 
name as their ancestor Thomas 


Hopkins Gallaudet. 


December 10, was indeed an excit- 


ing day as CSDR was honored with CSDR staff welcomed the Gallaudets with a 


the presence of Gallaudet ’s de- breakfast before the Silent Sleigh activities 


scendants. commenced 


Ron Burdett, Linda Grossinger, Mal 
Grossinger, T.H.Gallaudet Ill and T.H. 
Gallaudet IV watch a presentation on 
the history of the Gallaudets 


T. Gallaudet Ii! T. Gallaudet IV 


A Visit From Deaf Actress Phyllis Frelich 


By Erika Thompson, ASL/English Specialist 


(This is the second half of the article about 
actress Phyliss Frelich’s visit to CSDR) 


In English class with CSDR instructor 
Bray-Kotsur, freshman A.J. Quinonez 
asked his teacher if the “original 
Sarah ” was still alive, and if he could 
meet Phyllis. Bray-Kotsur responded by 
personally invited the living legendary 
actress to come to the school, and 
Frelich eventually accepted the invita- 


tion. 


The Language Planning Committee and 
Curriculum Department worked to- 


gether with Bray-Kotsur to plan for 


Frelich ’s visit. The few days preceding with the warmest and most excited 


the visit, classes school-wide learned welcome given to this famous Tony- 
about Frelich through a power point that award winner! 
was developed by a middle school 


teacher and shared with all teachers. 


On November 5, 2009, the day of the 
visit, all students assembled in the gym 
for a brief presentation by high school 
students about Phyllis Frelich’ s ac- 
complishments, Deaf West Theatre ’s 
“Children...” play, and the various 
acting experiences of students and 
staff. When superintendent Mal Gross- 
inger escorted Frelich into the gym, the 


entire audience stood up waving hands 
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Creating Tomorrow's Leaders! 
By Staff Writer, Residential Program 


On October 16 — 18, a group of 19 
CSDR students spent a wonderful 
weekend at a resort in Big Bear to par- 
ticipate in a fun-filled leadership retreat! 
The retreat included leadership train- 
ings, guest speakers, team-building 
activities, sharing experiences, reflec- 
tions, and even a scavenger hunt. After 
the retreat, student leaders commented 
on how much they loved the experience 
and at the same time gained some con- 
fidence about taking a leadership role at 
CSDR. Congratulations to everyone 
who participated in the Leadership Re- 


treat! 


. a Le ~~ ‘i ies 
Top left to right: Raymart Tinio, Brandon Castro, Sean Huber, Maria 
Guzman, Emily Forsberg, Maj Lesti, Alexa Ontiveros and Paul Padilla 


Bottom left to right: Alberto Aguilar, Dylan Patterson, Brandi Shepherd, 
Fabiana Pedro, Juan Renteria, Magaly Jimenez, Paradise Larizza, Shani Am- 
brester, Robert Saldana, Natnail Weldekiros, and Joshua Collins 


Chuck Baird Shares Life Experiences with CSDR 


By Staff Writer 


Chuck Baird has been a painter 
since his early teens and has led a 
distinguished career in the arts, most 
notably as the official co-curator of 
Deaf Way Il art exhibits in Washing- 
ton, D.C. in 2002. He has served as 
artist in residency at over thirty-five 
schools for the deaf throughout the 
United States and has been involved 
with the National Theatre of the Deaf 
for more than 25 years. His latest 
accomplishment was appearing in 
the ASLFilms, “Legend of the 
Mountain Man. ” He currently re- 


sides in Austin, Texas. 


CSDR was fortunate to have Baird 
come and share his art work and 
humor with all Elementary, Middle, 


and High School programs. 


The students expressed interest in learn- 
ing about De ’ VIA which Baird helped to 
establish. Baird explained that the Deaf 
View/Image Art (De ’VIA) manifesto 
was written in 1989 by nine deaf artists in 
order to recognize and promote a par- 


ticular genre of artworks by deaf people. 


The artists believe that the visual arts 


pressions within the visual arts. 


have led the way in fostering our under- 
CSDR is grateful to have had Chuck- 


Baird visit and share his experience 


standing of ourselves as a deaf culture- 
because there was a collective and con- 


scious effort to NAME Deaf-themed ex- with our students. 
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The CSDR Rack 


By Lorna Rutherford, Social Worker 


The Social Workers have been busy 
for the past two years managing the 
CSDR Rack. Thanks to all who have 
donated clothes for our students who 
are in need of clothes. We have seen 
so many students smiling after choos- 
ing some of these clothing items. 
Some students even found clothes for 


a job interview from this program that 


are fashionable and in good condition! 


If you are interested in finding out more 
about this program or wish to donate 
clothes, you can contact the School 
Social Workers by contacting Darlene 
Wadler dwadler@csdr-cde.ca.gov or 
VP at (951) 824-8047 or Lorna 
Rutherford Irutherford@csdr- 
cde.ca.gov or (951 ) 782-4909 
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Silent Sleigh (cont'd from page 1) 


Visiting schools joined the CSDR 
students in the new Multi-purpose 
Activity Center (MAC ) for the start 
of the day ’s activities. The program 
featured skits and signed songs from 
our elementary and high school stu- 
dents and special guest speakers 
Thomas Gallaudet III and Thomas 
Gallaudet IV, who gave an inspiring 
story of the history of Gallaudet Uni- 
versity. Several hundred staff, stu- 
dents, and parents also attended the 


program. 


Afterwards the students were treated 
to an entertaining parade. The Grand 
Marshall was Ron Burdett, Vice Presi- 
dent of Community Relations with 
Sorenson Communications. Highlights 
of the parade also included antique 
cars from the Old Farts car club, the 
Ramona Marching Band, many partici- 
pants from CSDR, and Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. Following the parade, the stu- 
dents were treated to lunch and joined 


in many activities including a petting 


zoo, face tattoos, and a bouncer. The 
highlight, of course, was a visit with a 
deaf Santa and Mrs. Claus. Each child 
received a Christmas stocking filled 


with goodies from Santa. 

The Silent Sleigh committee is appre- 
ciative for all of the support from those 
involved in the program, including our 
outstanding CSDR staff and students, 
Leadership class, cart contestants, 
Maintenance, Janitorial, Plant Opera- 


tions and Food Service departments. 
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By Melissa Brown, Curriculum Specialist 


This month was our first Reading 
Rocks! 


Riverside is providing a monthly read- 


Threshold climbing gym in 


ing incentive for our high school stu- 
dents. High school teachers set read- 
ing goals that are assignments out- 
side of the classroom. High school 
students who choose to achieve 
these goals will earn free rock climb- 
ing lessons and rental equipment at 
Threshhold. CSDR staff have offered 
to interpret the lessons. 


In December, we had six high school 
students take advantage of this offer. 


Normally, the two-hour lesson is $50. 
Use of the gym is $14, and shoe and 
harness rental is another $6. 


We do want the deaf community to use of the gym, and equipment rental, all 


come and show their support for these for only $12! 
students. Any adult can climb for $12 if 


We will learn how to tie knots and how to 
you mention CSDR when you check in. 


control the ropes. At this time, younger 


This includes the interpreted lesson, 


children are not able to take part in the 
lessons. If rock 
climbing is some- 
thing you've always 
wanted to try, | 
hope you will join 
us on January 27, 
from 6:30 - 8:30. 


Gallaudet Treasured Heirloom 


By Staff Writer 


This plate is from a set of china that 
was given to George Washington by 
General Lafayette in the very early 
1780's. Lafayette had it made in 
China, and there are two states— 
Vermont and Kentucky— that are in 
the chain around the perimeter that 
weren't admitted to the Union until 
1791 and 1792 respectively. The ex- 
planation was that the Chinese were 
not experts of American history and 
added them by mistake according to a 
letter from Edward Minor Gallaudet 
relating a story attributed to his father, 
Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet. 


The Gallaudet family now assumes 
that General Lafayette may have mis- 
takenly relayed the wrong informa- 
tion. Why would the Chinese pottery 
makers know the names of the 13 
original states—tt's not like they could 


look it up on the internet! 


Part of the history that is fact is the 
"MW" in the center stands for Martha 


Washington and her daughter gave 


Photo supplied by Thomas Gallaudet II! 


the saucer to Thomas Hopkins Gal- 
laudet as a memento. It remains in 
the family today as a treasured heir- 


loom. 
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Starting Early with ASL 


By Shari Kido and Erika Thompson 


Lessons for acquiring early ASL skills 
are equally, and in the case of very 
young children, even more important 
than teaching our deaf students Eng- 
lish. ASL serves as a deaf student ’s 
first language which provides for a 
strong linguistic foundation. This, in 
turn, gives the child a basis from which 
they can learn the second language of 
English. CSDR is excited about our 
new ASL programs being offered this 
year in Early Childhood Education and 
Elementary school! 


In Early Childhood Education, ASL 
teacher Kerry Hile performs using ASL 
handshapes to describe a variety of 
topics that are covered in the stu- 
dents’ daily lessons. Hile performs a 
variety of handshape stories and po- 
ems such as, “ JOHNNY APPLE- 
SEED” and “PUMPKIN.” The natu- 
ral “5” handshape can even be used 


as a descriptive classifier for an entire 


piece of poetry. Students in turn cre- 
ated their own stories that are regu- 
larly videotaped, recorded, and added 
to an extensive collection of movies, 
rich in students’ narrated ASL crea- 


tions. 


In the Elementary department with 
ASL teacher Shari Kido, our first — to 
fifth-grade students have been learn- 
ing about their ASL linguistic ability 
since late September. They come to 
Kido’s one hundred percent friendly 
ASL classroom once weekly for thirty 
minutes. This semester, baseline 
assessment was the focus. The ASL 
teachers evaluated the students ’ 
ASL abilities, to be used as the basis 
for their formal lessons following next 
semester. In brief, previous ASL les- 
sons covered the following topics: 1 ) 
Descriptive multicultural characters, 
2) Alphabetic fingerspelling, 3 ) 
Inflective Signs, 4 ) Handshapes, 5 ) 


PAWSITIVE REFLECTIONS 


Inflective adjectives, 6 ) a Spooked 
Story Sequence of six pictures signed in 
ASL for Halloween, 7 ) Describing 
through Drawing of the Handshape of Q 
to describe a turkey for Thanksgiving, 

8 ) Chuck Baird ’s live presentation 
about his art, 9) History of Gallaudet 
for Gallaudet’ s Birthday in December, 
and finally 10) the students’ natural 
numerical signing of the Year 2010. 


Our school’s 6-year accreditation plan 
outlines the expansion of our ASL/ 
English program and expectations of 
our students through conscious lan- 
guage planning, led by the Language 
Planning Committee. We are committed 
to students ’ growth in both languages, 
ASL and English, and are excited to see 


the progress our school is making! 


J apanese Exchange Students Visit CSDR 


By Elaine Regus, RCC Communications Consultant 


Twenty Japanese exchange students 
from Josai International University in 
Tokyo recently visited California 
School for the Deaf, Riverside, where 
they taught the students Japanese 
Sign Language and learned some 


American Sign Language in return. 


The visitors brought origami sets for 
the children and instructed them in the 


fine art of Japanese paper folding. 


The Japanese students were taking 
part in a two-week exchange program 
through UCR Extension designed to 


immerse them in American culture. 
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Staff and Students Working Together 


By Staff Writer 


The Plant Operations Department has 
been actively working with CSDR stu- 
dents to provide work experience in 
several areas. This benefits the stu- 
dents by exposing them to vocational 
opportunities they may not have consid- 


ered before. 


Several students have been assisting 
the janitorial department with basic jobs 
and will soon be learning to work some 
of the larger equipment like carpet 
shampooing and floor buffing equip- 


ment. 


Rick Farrell, Supervisor of Building 
Trades, and some of the men in the 
department have been working with two 
high school work experience students 


on a very special project. 


The students, Christian Montes, who 
works with the Building Maintenance 
workers in the carpenters shop, and 
Qunicy Pitts, who works with the 
painter, have been assisting in building 
small picnic tables for the Early Child- 
hood Education (ECE ) students. 


Not only did they do a service for our 
younger students, but they also used 
recycled wood for the project. Plant 
operations removed the shelving mate- 
rials from the A-building before the 
renovations of that building started. 
The shelves were solid wood and the 
men in building trades decided to re- 
use them for other projects rather than 


throw them away. 


The idea to build small picnic tables for 
the younger children was the brain 
child of Sandor Szabados, who works 
in Plant Operations. After making a 
small model of the table, he received 


approval to do the project and made a 


template for the students to use in build- 
ing the tables. 


With the assistance of the staff, the stu- 
dents have made six picnic tables for 
small children. The student workers as- 
sembled, sanded, and painted the tables 
and then presented the tables to ECE 
upon completion. 


Basically the cost for this project was 
nothing but the time for the staff in the 
building trades department and it was a 
wonderful experience for the work experi- 
ence students and also the ECE stu- 
dents. 


CSDR staff are the best! 


e 
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CSDR CAN Makes A Difference 


By Deborah L. Berzins, CSDR CAN Treasurer 


PAWSITIVE REFLECTIONS 


CSDR’s newest support group has 
finally received its nonprofit status! 
CSDR Community Alliance Network 
(CAN ) is an agency made up of par- 
ents, employees, and local business 
representatives who come together to 
support the school. 


The CSDR CAN organization exists 
solely to provide assistance to the Cali- 
fornia School for the Deaf, Riverside, by 
providing support and resources to the 
school and the community it serves. 


Special thanks to the CAN volunteer 
Board of Directors: 


Greg Decker ( President) - CSDR 
Alumni 


Gayle McThomas (Vice-President ) —- 
CSDR Volunteer 


Deborah Berzins (Treasurer) — 
CSDR Employee 


Mal Grossinger (Superintendent ) —- 
CSDR Liaison 


Becky Crawford (Interpreter) 

Melody Ortega — Marriott Hotel 
Jacque Thurman — Altura Credit Union 
Ben Jauregui — |EHP 


John Start — Crime-Free Partners As- 
sociation 


Carrie Madrid — Crime-Free Partners 
Association 


Elvis Zornoza — Center On Deafness, 
Inland Empire 


Learning About Cultures 
By Michelle Barry-Suzuki, Special Needs Lead Instructor 


Thank You to the Following Individuals 


and Businesses for their Donations To 
CSDR CAN 
Bill Wilson—New Television 
Altura Credit Union—Food Drive 
Marriott Hotel—Discount on Facilities 


Robert and Judith Taylor-—Funds for 
Special Olympics 


Crime-Free Partnership—Food Drive 
Teresa Maxwell—Clothing 


Audrenne and Jason Ammons— 
Clothing 
Janice Carlson—Hearing Aids 


Eve Watson—Hearing Aids 


/f you would like to make a tax deduc- 
table donation to CSDR CAN, please 
contact Deb Berzins at 
debberzins@yahoo.com or call 


(951 )224-7711 


During the Holiday Season the Ele- 
mentary Special Needs students stud- 
ied the Holiday stories of different cul- 
tures. Along with Hanukah and the 
Jewish Culture and Kwanza the Afri- 
can-American Culture, students also 
learned about the Christmas story as 
the Mexican Culture depicts it. Each 
year the Elementary Special Needs 
Department performs the Mexican 
ceremony of Los Posadas 


During the week before winter break 
the students were told the historical 
story of Christmas and two of the older 
students were chosen to play the parts 
of Mary and Joseph. This year Monai 


and Donte had the honor of leading the 
Las Posadas procession. 


On the Friday before winter break, 
Monai, Donte, Samantha and Raj 
dressed up in costumes for the proces- 
sional and portrayed the weary travelers 
to the two other Elementary Special 
Needs classrooms in a portrayal of 
Mary and Joseph trying to find a place 
to rest for the night. First they came to 
ask the middle class if there was any 
room to rest. Fernando, Jaden, Jesus 
and Lance responded that there was no 
room and joined the travelers to the 
youngest class where Anthony, Jose, 
and Sam joined in the processional. 


We all finally ended up back at the 
conference room and were told there 
was room to rest in the stable. 


When the journey was done all the 
students celebrated by taking a swing 
at the Pihata and enjoying hot cocoa 
and pan dulce. 


